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FROM THE COMMODORE 1997:
CONTENTS
The season iz now well owver half way and it has beean succass-
Ful in many respects. Thare has been a vanety of weather but
mosiweeks this has meant successful sailing. Bt i oo 8
I would like to thank all who have helped with the two events
that hayve taken placa ta iniroduce new members fo the cub. What's Going Ol pd
Thanks to David Tazer and a few club wiz had a Club
Open Day on the Sth July resulting in & potantial mem- _
bers. Pater Homer and Bob Jones coordinapéd the “Have a Go- F:“'" the Sailing E"“‘P&
at Sziling' in the Dockyard over thé AugustBani Holidgpdlesk. | 101 s
end. Over 300 people were taken gyt on the wakgs.siary show-
ing an interest in joining the club. et Wark Padies =
You will find a questionnaire with this capy of 313 for each
Club member to compiete. Whether yoay are 5 or 85 {| do not Fiaet Reporis.......p1o
actually know the age of th= oldest member of the cubl) please
retum a onnaire. Timre should be one form for aach Maticnals Repsds._pi6
member o club incheding all family members. WE WANT
i THE VIEWS OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE CLUB SO PLEASE

RETURN THEM BY SUNDAY 8§ NOVEMBER. The resulis will

# be presanted and discussed at the AGM on 20 Febnuary 1898,
I now have a faw pleas o make. Qur dub is run by its mem-
bers, One of my aims has been to split the 1asks and so spraad
the work ioad. There are somea tasks which are required to keep
the club running and maintain the membership where we need
some volunteers. We need a Publicity Officar to work with our
Membership Secretary, Patmda Moncrieffe, o maintain the

Chatham Maritime Fes-
tival Report...........pdl0

Fram our Fersign Cors
respondant paa
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club's profite. We also nesd a member o look after the Pacers which wan
now be hired by members who do not kave {heir own boat, I you could
help with ihese fasks please confact me.

| look farwand o seeing you ail at the Annual Prize Giving Dinner and
Dance on 15 November and the Firsworks on 1 Movember

A Heather

e e e
EDITORIAL

Do you ses a difference in this issue of 3137 Altar a trial with some
pages last issue, this issue has been made enfirely by computer us-
ing scftwara called Microsolt Publisher 87, So, farewet 1o the glue
stick and scigsors! Past editors will know what | mean. Also we
hawva, from this issue, o pay for printing 31% commercially. We will
try Io cover the cost by teking advers. These could be for anyihing if
placed by club members or they could be from any sailing business,
50 there will b2 & connecticn of sarls with the club and [ts aciivities.
¥We have yel 0 38t the rates but they're bound to be reasonable. ¥
you're interesied, please contactme!

In the same envelope as this issue you will fnd the questionnaire
Please return to Tim or place in the 314 bax in the dub, by 7
MNovamber. (The firewark night might be a good time!)

In this issus we have reports from the Miracle Nationals. Have you
gol slories to tall of Mationals, open meetings or clher sailing holl-
days? Thera are many different ways in which we enjoy our sporl
Wirite about them and the club will share your enjoyreant!

Thanks 1© everyone who contributed to this isaue, near and far [vas,
thal is a giraffe on page 221}, The deadline for the next issue s 8
January 1998

Pawud Absolow
Telfax: 01634 221032 Email. Absolon120@aol com
189 Church Street Cliffe Rochester Kent ME3 TCQE

e e i
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from the Landcruiser,

Oin our final evening we were told that our fight back had been cancelied
due o problems with similar planes in the US. This meant a long drive
starting at 4am from Zambia to get us back to Malawl in tme for the stert of
the race. Although tifing, the joumey was greal {(and inciuded needing 1o
bieed the fuel system in the Land Rover)... Dur drivar was called Everlast:
ing - appropriate given the length of the journey. Once back to Licngwe we
again rendezvoused with Tim who drove ua in his Land Rowvar fo the start of
the race, finally arriving at Tpm.

lan & Ronaug sailed togatherin a Dan 18, ag did Helen and Liz a2 a ladies
team. | sailed a Hobie 16 with Charotia, who sails lecally in Malawd,

Wa then completed 8 legs, tolalling 500km as the crow fiies, with one rest
day In the middle. 20 boats antared, all Darts and Hobies axcept for ane
‘supercat' a 20-0dd foot monster with huge spinnaker. Charlotte and | fin-
ished 3rd on paints, 4th on elapsed time, 5th on handicap - i would have
besn better had it not been for a ‘problem” with the race administration on
leg 7 (there was no finish line - 80 they took the time at half distance, which
was not at all to our advantage. ) Helen & Liz finished around 10th in all cai-
egaries, lan and Ronaug were locking towards a varny good placing, maybs
aven 1st or 2nd, bul lost their mast one day and then lost tha whale beat on
a racky island soon after|!

Wind was sirong for the first & legs, producing a big swell and waves, but
things were made much easier because the race was all downwind. Liz and
Helen had their share of drama when their rig fell down, despite being
checked the night before. They were towed to the finish by one the rescus
oats without further problems though...

=ame trivia; Longest distance in 1 day - 100km as the crow les
Longest day on water - 6.30am - 3pm Highest speed - 205 knots
(measured by GPS - not sure how they managed fo look!)

Accommodation along the way was a midure of camping and cottages.
with the benefit of a ground crew to transpodt all our kit. On the windy days

we were finished quite sarly, so we had the opportunity to visit a couple of
local markels and pick up wooden curios.

Nick Busrrell (ex Miracle 3705)
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FROM OUR FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENT...

We occasianally receive news from Nick Burrell and Efizabeth Hurst ex
mambars of Wilsonian's Miracle fleetf. Nick and Lir now live in Hong Kong
and sall Hoble cals...Nick seni this repari recently - Ed.)

We have just returned from Malasd where we competed in the Tongest
frash water yacht race in the world'l| Mot sure how true that was, but it was
E00km.

We left on 4th July, having been to work that day and got to JDurg frst
thing next moming. There was than a short fight 1o Bantyre in Malawi, and
then a bus journey to Liongwe where we completed our pary of Liz and |,
Ronaug & kan and Heen and Tim whao lives in Liongwe,

Aftar staying cvernight at Tim's house, he took the five of us to the
airport early next morning 1o catch a six saater Cessna to Zambla. The
Night took about 1.5 hours and gave a great view as we were fiying at

anly about TOO0 feet.

We then staved 2 nights at bush camp followed by a night ata

lodge. We went on several game drives and walks - starling at
sunrise and finishing with earty nights. In all casas the food and
accommodation was excelient

Whilst in thi vehicle we saw a herd of elephant pass jusi
in front of us, plus lots of Zebra, iImpala, monkeys, buf-
falo, hippos, crocodiles.... plus lols of birds. On a

night drive wa saw a lion and its mate finishing 9
off eating a buffalg,
On foot {with armed guide’guard) we tracked i
a pair of lions down to whara thay had just
finizhed eating a zebra - all that was lsft
was 2 hoof, We have photos of the wul-
tures gitting in a réa having mopped up
the pieces. Apparantly the whele pro-
cess from attack to total completion
takes less fthan § minutas, Whilst on
foot we also saw giraffe and many

of the same animals we had sean
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ON THE HOUSE

Once again many thanks for your support durng the season.

Flease note Gill and mysell will nol be organising a Mew Years Eve party
this year, but we have somathing @se in mind. If anyone |s interesied
please contact mysell Pam Smith or Gil Wanwick.

Other dales for your diary:

Saturday T November Firework Night (any heip to pulld the benfire
would be apprecated)

Saturday 15 November Club Dinner & Dance (Pleage let one of the
House Committee members know if you ra-
guire a ticket, as soon as possibla)

Sunday 21 Decamber Children’s Chrisimas Party {Onoe again could
you pleasa lat us know if your chid will be
coming)

Panr Smith

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR |
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IN MEMORLAM - MERVYN SUTTOMN

Mennm Sutton, wha will be remembered by many Cid
Wilsonians, died aged 84 in June, Menwyn staned sail-
ing with the club in Mirror Mo, 7746, He later sailled an
Enterprise No. 280 for many yaars and only finally re-
fired from gailing in his seventies, due to a few 2t
joints.

Johav Smith
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< WHAT’S GOING ON!

o

M October - the time when many members ane anjoving the ° Incian

% c,,mmer” and half thinking of that job to be done on the boat over the
¥ inter. For the committes and Flest Captains however i is very much

:_th-a main planning time on & number of Iopes.

HI'Im'nr Work Partigs are being organised on similar basis (o ast year
;.mﬂ'l names against dates, plus a faw jobs for specializts and thase
sEwho cannot gat to the club on the set dates

=

¢ Fleef Captaing are setting the basis for 1598 sailing with classes, club
#®race programme and Opan Maetings

=

® The Hoo Freeger will be Sundzy 1 March, with [he practce race the

W ay before. Last year there wene a few comments that the faster boats
W yould prefer a longer race, so aternative formats for this race are ba-
_:Ing considered. The full detzils are on Commiltes Room door al the
*I:Jul:l. If you have any suggestions please give them to me.

: Medway Regatia meetings are taking place now. The 1897 Regatta
a 5w over 100 dinghies starting from cur ling, and we hope to bulld on

e that

: Club Development Froposaats including supply of mains electricity, ar

W building an extansion to the dubhouse fo increase changing reom
space | either at tront o provide a batcony, or on the side to provide a
smart lounge ) have been discussed. We need YOUR opinion on the
way to develop, hanca the questionnaire which we hopa you will com-
pleta and retum promptly. As different family members may have dif-
ferent desires, there will b2 a questionnaire for each member of the

A Tty

4 Action ALL !

:m Baoth the Club Open day, which the flieets requested
through thedr captains, or the Chatham Boat show, which was agraed
wa should support at the club's AGM was well supported by club mem-

¢ bers, In each cage the “Faithful Few * worked successfully to recruit

# new members. At a recent Medway Yachiing Association meeting
membarship was discussad, with the vast majodty of clubs reporting
lower membership {up to 35% lossas). Our increased membership is

T
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day, | arrived on Friday meming to find a big blue and orange lifeboat
taking up the pantoan with Leander moored outside it. By late moming
the waterside organizers had tha |feboat moved and we reclaimed he
pontoon.

Skilful helms.....

On Saturday | was dismayed to find an even karger craft on our pontoon -
acusioms baal! Again this was eventually moved back, but now we had
the front faw feet of tha lifeboat occoupying part of our pantaon and the
customs boat cutside the lifeboal with bows projacting even further for-
wand which effectively robbed ws of a third of our pontoon. Fortunataly all
the halmsg were a skilful bunch and managed to sail in and out without
damage.

| must give a spacial thank you to Barmy Bew for entrusting us with his
two craft Victory and Amazon, one a Drascombe Lugger and the other
an 18ft gaff rigged boat Most of the helms had never sailed in such crafl
and so mach day started with a crash course on rigging and operating the
boats and a quick practica sail before taking the public for rides, Al-
though none of the helms had come expecting to sail these larger boais,
| bedieve all enjoved the experigncs and a few quite fancy racing the
gaffer.

Peler Horner
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CHATHAM MARITIME FESTIVAL

{(REFERRED TO FOR MOST OF THE YEAR WITHIN
THE CLUB AS THE CHATHAM BOAT SHoW)!

Tha Chatham Maritime Festival was held over the August Bank Holday
waakend in Chatham Dockyard basins 1 & 2 As you wil all be aware,
Wilsanian Sailing Club had a stand at the festival and provided free
havea-a-go salling sessions for the festival visitars with the main cojective
af publicising the club and gaining New memeers.

Thank you ta the 32 mambers who helped with the event. Chwer the four
days we ook approximately 300 people afioat and many others visited
the stand It locks as though quite a few of the visitors are seriously con-
sidering joining the dub and therefore made e afion al worthwihile.

Problems, problems.....

Tha event was not without problems, though all were overcome, The
first problems concerned the boats we had planned 1o use. Communica-
tions within Medway Outdocr Activities Gentre had gene awry and the
faur Wayfarars we had been promised the loan of, were not avalable
when we wanted to collect them, and the ofice had no record of our
bocking! Maver mind, we weren't overwhelmed wih volunieer Felma
ard we still had two dinghies 1@ come from Hope Ses Training. How-
ever, thase did not arrive uniil Saturday, and they wene in such poor con-
ditian that 1 considered them unsuitable, Thank goodness we had a final
fallback of two sailboals from Arathusa.

The ciher problems concernad the operating area. The first baing that
we took our safaty boats round to the dockyard on the Wednesday 1o
find that, contrary to information provided, the leck Into the number 1
hasin was not opereting. 5o one wasted journey and we had to relsm
fhe next day.

Pontoon wars....

The final probiem was the canstant batile we had to keep our allocated
section of pontoon free, Having mocred Leander alongside on Thurs-

Wilsonim Sailing Club hlagasios pege no.I0
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no cause for complacency and we must continue to recrust and evan
W mare importantly to keep new members. The two club Pacers are

# 5ailable for hire at £5 per day to help members without boats to kesp
:uﬂing while getling their own boat.

2

*_Tﬂ[u_anem i an * Open Meeting Race Dfficers Course” being or-
ganised with an RYA national coach at the Arethusa Centre 14115
February - If interested talk to me or Tom Sims.

# Clybhouse Opening I has been agreed to cpen the cubnouse fior

# Social purposes on a more regular basis, not only during the season,
but also during the winter, Any comments or furthar details to Colin
Treadwell.

Finaily | hope you have had a fanlasic year's sailing - if you have tell

all your friends, work coleagues etc., and bring them a3 new members
:tu the club. I you are dissatisfied with any aspect of the club, please
,.tell me of one of the Flag Officers so that as we consider improvement
apyour paints can be considered.

PLEASE FILL IN YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE AND RETURN IT!

Bolr Jores
iﬁ-a—v—a—a—t R s L 2o o

WINTER SERIES 1997

A0

E'l"l- LE 8 2

2 November - 21 December

lgﬁaﬁ?-ﬂmmunt b a7
"
3 # H +#

Cost-£12 3 #

Entry forms _ii_alu bhouse or from Sailing
Secretary = -
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FROM THE SAILING
SECRETARY

This will e one of the shorest reports on record.  Your Sailing Secrefary
has nof been in sighl for tha past three manihs - she ook a shod f2mm 3
month contract o work (for meoney) and enjoyable as it was in many
respecis it was far busier then ever expected néeding hard wark every
weekend to meet tha programime, So my first point to all ks 1o apologisa for
my absence and neglect of duty. “ou will be able to tell me more than |
know about what has been happening this summer, although | have heard
that you made the South Kent and back

Sailing Committee

However | am now finished and back in circulaficn and back to sailing club
business. The Saling Committee met afer ite summer recess on 24
September and started to consider its preparations for next season. A main
issue will again be the fleet composition for next year 5o if you have
any thoughts pleass st me or your Fleet Captain know. Simiarky
if you have any thoughts about the saling programme for nexi
year. Safar we have only dne bid for 2 class open maeting - the

Miracles.

Winter Series

As the main 1997 season draws to a close here is &
reminder - it's not over yal. The Winler Sares will
run from Sunday 2 November fo Sunday 21
December. Eight days, w0 races a day excen!
tha last Sunday. That is 15 races in all with

B 1o count. Entry fee £12. To save
hassle we are not having a reduced
entry fee for early entry this yaar
but do plesse fry fo gel your
entries in as soon 83 possi
ble so that dufies can be

' soted. Entry forms are

\ - available in the Club-

e nouse or from me.

‘WElsordar Saling Club Magemes pape 8o

THE ENTERPRISE NATIONALS(?)

Mot quite the report you might expect given the depleton of our once
sirong Enderprise flieell On the weekand of 310 Augus! we escapad to
our catlage in Modolk and browsing throwgh & loczl paper noticed that
these Natonals were due to start thal weekend in Hunstanton which is
only about 5 miles from our abode. Bearnng in mind that large numbers of
our clieh will be likely to hit Hunstanton naxt year for the Miracle Nationals
and with Doreen feeling some withdrawal symptoms &t hardly having
seen & sail for weeks we thought we would make a sortie

It was hot and high holiday season - bwo good reasons for avoiding
Hunstanton, but we braved the lourists (we never include ouwrselves as
such) and found ourselves a parking spot high on the diffs with good
viewing. Mol having stressed ourselves to get out eary our first view was
a long straggly precession of boats going from shore o open sea, This
seamed fo go an for ever. Mot baing racers with any sea experience wa
were slow o work out thal this was jusl the aszembly end that the real
aclion was going to be way out there somewhere.

Sure enough at last something which looked like a Ene seemed o form.
(At this paint we will admit we wera competing for the use of tha
binoculars, having left our second set at home home.) We then hesrd a
couple of bangs which Doreen said must be the stat but Ken insisted
was a car backfiring. We never do agree on much to do with sailing. But
they were obvioushy off. Thera is a imit o spectater enjoymant when the
object is far away 50 we headed for the beach and one of gur rare dips in
the Naorth Sea, [twas very hot!

Now ig the point fo wax ymical. We can recommend a truly delightful way
towatch a race. Float away in the water and see this mass of blue sails
in the distance sometimes coming coser, somefimes receding.  Swim
over, we then watched from the beach and vaguely worked out the
course, enough ameway to seriously walch the progress of the finish. All
inall it was & lovely sight watching thiz maszs of blus salls, over 50 boats
wa reckoned, on a perfect day and it added a cerain dimension to
sunbathing which is nat to be indulged in lightly on what is ofien a blustery
bit of coast. Hese's to good salling for the Miracles next year - we will take
two pairs of glasses.

DOREEN AND KEN DAVIS
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donuts. YWhen we 3ol back io shore | had a hol shower and pul some dry
clothes on, i was still raining. Afer lunch we went to Holyhead, | slept all
the way there. We had @ walk and we bought some sweets, | was aliowed
o have anyihing | wanied because | had been so brave at sailing in the
wind, Afler tea we went o the Yacht club and played football outside whilst
the grownups had 8 meeting.

O Friday we had great weather and a long race. Daddy and | were tired
and we got 8 bad result We had a good sail though and | had got batter
during the week. | learmia ot even though | am still a bif too small fo hike
out. Daddy said that he didn'twent to lose me | After a picnic, daddy, Paul
Heathar and Colin Traadwel want sut and did the singleharnded race and
lan Kelly did the non spinnaker race. Colinwon the singlahanded and
dadcy cama naxt i3 fast 11 Wa than had 1o pack away tha boal ready to
take it home, The dinghy park suddenty became very empty and quiet as
people left In the evening we went ta the prizegiving. There were lots of
peophe there all cheering and clapping. | was given my cup, which was ax-
citing, and some other people from gur club got prizes too, lan and Gela
came third overall which was a really good result, they alzso god a travellers
prize, Keith Jeremiah and Tom Pygall came 15th overall, a brilliant resulk,
they also won tha branze fleat prize, Colin won the single handed race for
the second yvear and Jane szaid that she needn’t have bothered to clean the
cup 1l Paul and Mark got a prize for improving their result from one race
1o the naxt

The final positions were ;

ard  lan Kely and Gela Marshall

15th Keith Jaremiah and Tom Pygall
33rd  Paul and Mark Heather

S4th Paul Absclon and Patrick Mizll
A5th Calin and AdamiLauren Treadwall
Sath  Colin and Mauresn Lown

d42nd Mark and Thomas Steadman
47th  Matalie and Lesha O'Rourke

55th  Aadrian and Michelle/Caral Linder

We gl had a fantastic week, even though it was a long way [0 go, and | am
iooking forward 10 next year. | wonder if | will win the cup again 7

Thomay Steadmary
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New Years Day Race

A suggestion has been made in committea o run some racing on New
Years Day. i thiz happens it will ba opan to all in the club and we wil invita
any non club members who have gailed in tha Winter Saries 1o join us. | say
"if" becauze | am likely to be away and it needs someons to cocrdinate - any
offers. We would also like o have an idea of how much interest thara wil
be and if any non sailors would be willing to help by doing one of the duties
Pleasa lat ma or fleat captaing know.

Hera's ta good salling for the rast of the seasan
DOREEN DAVIS

e e e i e i e i
& 38TH STROOD SCcoOUT GROUP E:

9

'EKHE the Season starls to come 10 a close (as | wibe, Aulumn seems &A
to have amived in September] it is time to look back on our year.

LWehmre managed to keep a good variety of boats on the water

ih this season and a Scout can now start in @ Topper, progress

== through a Mirror and on to a Fireball - a pretty good training route
by anyone's standard. However, no matier what they might leam in,

ih.EEm Scoul, ke every other club member, has their fAvourite,

FFF

k This year we have also been providing salling opportunities for
v other Scouts. We have run sailing events at Whitstaole, Deal, and
L London Docklands. Sailing arcund Canary Whar Tower certanly
h taught a few people about wind shadows. They must have been
E-. popular - we have been askad to run wo exira events next year.
E_ Once again we would ke to thank all
thosa club members who have helped us
E& with equipment, advice and training, We
'&; leok forward to meating up with everyona
. naid year and wish good luck to gl those
\&, entering the Frostbite Series.

t David Wraight w
o B B B i i i
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it is intended o run this winler's work pariies along the same lines as last
year. by spiitting the work across three separate dates and by dividing
the club members alphabetically by surname into three carmaspanding
groups.

The main jobs to be underaken are;

Repair of dinghy park gates
- Work on the clubhouse fire escape
- Work on the boathouse
‘Repalrs to changing room ceilings
Clearing ditches
+ Work on downstream slip
. Eleannc; car park of brambles etc
Eracting three signs down track
Paint ouiside toilet
+  Cover Cess pit with soil'turf
= Clear up dinghy park
«  Adjust paving around clubhousa and boathouse
+  Lay brick path in dinghy park
*  Remove tree and level ground in dinghy
park

Paint clubhouse shutters
Rub down and vamish clubhouse
fMoor and front of Bar
Repair top track

Additionally, there are a number of jobs which could be undertaken by in-
dividuals, as follows:

Willsomian Saileg Cluh Mugasine page oo %

ing for the weekend, took us for a drive and than we had ice cream on a
haach, Wea lhen had a barbecue for tea

Monday was the longast racing day. Thera were two races back to back,
which maans that you do not come ashore between races. By the fime wea
had finlshad | was hungry and needed the toilet, | had my full wetsuit on
and mummy quickly helped me out of it | However we did quite well and got
ane of our bast results. We beat Paul and Mark, Colin and Maurgen, Laslie
a&nd Matalie and Adrian and Michelle one of the few fimes we did s0.

Al lsa time everyone from our club who was there got logether and had a
barbecue and played rounders. Guess who cheated ? The qgirls lsam, Then

i got too dark and we couldn't ses the ball so we weni to bed.

On Tuesday we went down o the dinghy park and there was no wind. it
was balling hat but there was no breeze, Mast of the familias fram the club
who were nof saiing went out on the spaciator boat, there were eleven of
them, and from the beach we could see them wailing. My sister fell aslesp
while they wara waiting. | played on the beach with Zoa who was another
crew, she is & bit older than me by nine monihs. Two hours late we gal off
for the start ling, some boats got tows, but we paddied, well daddy paddied
and | steered. | think that we only did two laps and then finishad, we did al-
fight.

The next day there was a fitte wind but from a different direction, 5o we
gailed i 2 different place in the Menai Strait. Just befors the start a squall
came through and it rained very hard, We had lots of recalls this day, sol
was quite tired. We did see mummy and Naomi on the spactator boat be-
cause when wa wera waiting we sailed cloge and said "Helo", Naomi was
reafy excited o saa ma and wantad 1o come into the boat with daddy and 1.
Michele and Adrian had o retire becausa Michalle hurt har arm 8o they re-
tired before the start. We were doing really well in the race when it started
but on the last leg, which siarted as a run, tha wind changed direction com-
pledely and daddy said "Quickly Thomas, we need to take the spinnaker
down.” We fen had to beat to the finish line. That night | went to bed early
because | was very fired,

Thursday was wery windy and very wel. Thens wers lots of choppy waves
&nd big gusts. We did the race, | think we might have done five laps, @
seemed like lots. Lots of boats capsized but we managed not to. It was
very exciling. | had to wear my balaclava, my hands got & bit cold, The peo-
pla who were spectating went into the Yacht club and waiched the racing
out of the windows with binoculars, musmimy said that they had bea and
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My name is Thomas Sieadman and | am the winnar of tha "City of Phy-
mouth Cup" for the youngest competing crew at the National Champl-
-e:ln!a!_'lipcs. lam T vears obd. | will now tell vou what it was like for me at Beau-
MANE,

Nina boats from Wilsanian entered the nationals this vear, Paul and Mark
Heathar, Keith Jeremiah and Tom Pygall, Colin and Lauren or Adam
Treadwed, Colin and Maureen Lown, Adrian and Michelle Linder, Natalie
and Lesliz O'Rourke, Paul Absolon and Patrick Miall, lan Kelly and Gelg
Marshall, and Daddy and |. Apart from the Lowns we were all on the same
campsite 50 wa cauld all play tegether after the sailing. The campste had a
small park ana kots of oom o play football.

On Sunday we had io get up early to be ready for the prackce race briefing
at Bam, The weaiher was nice and we had a good sail. We are used 1o
salling wilh the lide 50 this gave us no problems, what | was not usad to
was fifly boats on the start line | Daddy and | came 32nd which we thought
was good.

In the afternoon was the Junior racing, sa Mark and Paul and Lesiey and
Natalie did Mot do the practice race in the morming, Whilst they were racing
we laft daddy fiddiing with the boat and nana and grandad, who wase stay-
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TAR TIES

« Rapair letter box

»  Paint non-slip onto clubhouse stairs

+ [Erect a screen around the winch

+ Install a fire escape into the ladies’ changing rooms
Re-paint the course board
Clearing out the clubhouse guttering
Straighten and paint the car park gate post
Electrical repairs in Kitchen

+  Install a till for the Bar

+  Add a “button” to top of flag pole

+  Erect fire warning signs

« Check all lighting bulbs, tubes and stariers

* Make and erect signs for track and dinghy park

*  Repair window in clubhouse

i you would fike to undertake any of these “individual” jobs in lieu of a
formal work party please talk to Colin Treadwell, lan Wyzatt or Tom Sims

Diates are as follows:

Sunday 25 January
Sunday 22 February
Sunday 22 March

Full 2etalls of the wark o ke undertakan on each date and the alphabat-
ical aplit of names will be advised it due course.

Colin Treadwell
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WAYFARER REPORT

EARLY SUMMER SERIES RESULTS, 1997

15t - 1075 Paints - Beian Lomb and Boboy Burnall - WST00 - Passin' Style
#nd - 13.5 Poinds - Brian Ward and 777 - Wi1116 - Hildesard
3rd - 16 Points - Paul and Jim Tyler - Wa500 - Ninja

AVERAGE TURNOUT PER RACE: 3.22

LATE SUMMER SERIES RESULTS, 1887

15l - 9.5 Pairts - Paul and Jim Tylar - WB500 - Ninja

dnd - 12.7'5 Fointa - Brian Ward and 777 - W1116 - Hildegard

3rd - 18.75 Points - Mick Fermon-Smith and 277 - 277

AVERAGE TURNOUT PER RACE:; 4.3 { 5.7 if boals competing in Open

avents are included)

i 15 good to see the average tum-out Improving steadiy this season - nat
only does it make for more compaetitive racing, bul it also ensures that we
cortinue to retain our fleet status for next year, | have been particularhy
Impressed with the general improvement in te slandard of compeallion
this year, with firs places being shared amongst the faet throughout the
SEEs0n.

| remember promising to amange a boat-tuning sessicn
some lime zt the beginning of the year - my
apalogies for not having done so. Howewer, | da
hava copies of tuning tips by McMNamara, so bt
me know if you need them - give me a date
and 'l try to ba thara i help,

A semi-formal agreement has bean made
between our fleet and the Wayfarer flaat
at the MYC - a coupie of us recentiy
raced with them when there was no
salling at the WSC, and they have
been inviled fo join us on Sundays.
The idea is 10 have a5 many boats
on the start as possidle in order to
make things more ‘interesting' - apparently their flset seems to be shrink-
ing as ours is growing.

I hope that all you Waytarer racers hava, like me, appreciated and en-
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Congratulations to Paul and Mark In winning the Whitsun Cup. Twenty
boats entered each series, with an average of 7 boats per raca. This s
wery encouraging considering the representation at outside Open meetings
a5 well. The Autumn series is now well under way, with an average wmout
£0 far of 9 boals per race.

Cruise

10 boats and 26 peaple enjoyed the fleet cruise on Saturday 27 Saptember.
ltwas a warm day with a nice breeze, but unforiunately the sun didn't de-
Cide Lo shine until we'd refurned 1o the club. We cruissd down river through
the creeks and slopped off for a picnic lunch on the way back o the club,
On returning to the club the BB was lit and Bar opened for an enjoyable
social evening. Thanks lo lan, Gela and Jane for praviding the safety sup-
Fort and foating bar, and to Paul Heather for leading us along the route,

Social

It is intended o arange a quiz night, and a further social event, shortly afer
he end of the Autumn racing.

General

Wi have attempted fo vary the type of courses for elub racing in line with
popular request, and will to continue to do so, including short lapping
Olympic style courses around three marks. If anyone has any further ideas
or comments pieasa let me know, The more vared the better. We have
even arranged for a couple of committee boat start Bnes. Thanks to lan
Kelly and Paul Absolon for velunteering to do these.

Nexd year's Nationals are at Hunstanton on the north Morflk coast which
tooks to be an excellent venue. How about being the

single largest club representad there and having a

orilllant week both on and off the water, Unlike this

year its not very far to travel, Details of cerain ac-
commodation are posted on the flest nofice board,

Thanks very mueh to Karen Steadman for sorting
tihis ot

Colinv Treadwells
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Mot only were we the joint largest club we also achieved 8 number of sue-
cezzag, with lan and Gela doing extremely well io finish third cverall and
Keith and Tem finishing in a very rezpectable fifleenth. Celin won the sin-
gle handed trophy and Faul and Mark won a "best improver” prize. Tom
Staadman won the frophy for baing the youngest crew (7). Natalie and
Leslay salled well and improved markadly as the wesk progressad.

Congratulations to the prize winrers and WELL DONE to everyons who
came along and ook part. Detailed accounts of the Naticnals should ap-
pear alsewheare in this edition, so 1 won't 5ay any mors {except fo confirm
that | was the planker who forgot to sign off on the very first day and, as a
rasull, incurred 2 disqualifications to carry for the remalnder of the weeak!),

Open meeting attendances.

Redoubf - 5 boats - [an & Gala, Paul & Patriek, Colin T & Adam, Colin L &
Lauran, Martin & Mike and John & Sue.

Downs - 5 beats - lan & Gela, Paul & Mark, Paul & Patrick, Colin & Lauren
and Mark & Tam

Lancing - 2 boats - lan & Gela and Lucinda Geldsmith & Luke Turnbull

Margate (Southern Areas) - T boals - lan & Gela, Mark & Tom, Pad &
Mark, Paul & Sam, Keith & Tam, Colin & Maureen and Colin & Lauren

Congratulations 1o lan and Gela In winning at Downs and Margate, and fo
everyong else who took parl. As a club we have baan both extremaly well
rapresentad and succassful Ve were the single largest represented club
gt Redoubt, Downis and Margaie,

RESLLTES
= Summer am Series
1*  Paul and Mark
2™ Mark and Tom
3" Colin ang Adamy/Lauren
4" lanand Gela

Summer pm Series
1* Paul and Mark
2™ Mark and Tom
3™ lanand Gala
& Martin and Mike
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joyed the competitiva racing as well as the varety of sailing which we en-
ceuntar on the Medway. That, and the friendly atmosphare onshore and at-
bar make racing at the Wilsonian difficult to match.

Looking to the future, | know of &t least three new Wayfarer racers who will
be joining us shartly, certainly for next season. This means another iook at
tha spaces allocation - | hope we can find a way of rearranging tha spacas
g0 that no-one ends up with problems of accass.

Finally, | wawld ke to infarm everyone that | am now relired and will con-

sider any form of employment. preferably connected with sailing and paid,
but not necessarily either| Offars ,of work that is, to ma in the dinghy park.

Briaw Lamd - Wayfarer 9700 Passin' Style

HANDICAP A

Handicap A enjoved some compatitive fleet racing throughout the duration
of the summer, both in the morming and aflermaon. Dave and Stuart Ma-
son dominated the maming's proceedings, while lan Parris dldi 8 similar
ot in the aftermoon. The overall resuits wena:

SUMMER KMORHKING POINTS
15t Dave and Stuart Maszon

2nd lan Parris and Steve Bristow
ard Roy Winnelt and Chris Swift
SUMMER AFTERNOOM FOINTS
15t lan Pamrs and Slava Bristow

2nd Tim Kift and ?
e Neil Ashiy

As well a3 the racing we have enjoyed some good Saturday sails with a
couple of BEQS in the evenings. Seven Isos attended the Nalionals at
Looe in disappaintingly Bght winds, compensated by some good social
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events Including & pub crawl won by the Wilsonian team. Wa had to axced
at somathing|

Siman, lan, Gordon and | also did the \Worlds at Garda.

The Cspreys want to Weyrmnouth for their Mationals and saw a bit more
wind. Parhaps thet is an undersiatermneant

Mext season anolber ko will joim te ranks and we hope o atiract 2 few
mare through the $eason as we promote the Wilsoniana on the open circuit
(&5 we have done this season.)

Handicap A now hag 38 boats from Mirrer 18 through to I3 and the time
hag come for a furkher review of the meke up of the fleet. which was dis-
missad at langth at the beginning of the saason. The majarity want langar,
more challenging courses in the afiemoan, If condions are suitable, and
youl 3ll have recaived a proposal far changes o represant that majonty
which | will take forwand to the Saikng Committes,

Jotn Shenton's crew, Bill, has suffered a relapss in his fight against
feukaemia, having come bBack to creny John far a brief spell early in the sea-
aon. We wish him tha courage 1o fight his ilness and hope that ha is re-
stored bo full kealth in ime for next ssazon

Chwis Pygall

FOR SALE-

ISO 588

Due to Sarah’s continusd injury. Over
COVEr, Undercover, combi.
All in good conditicn.
E2500

lan Wyatt, 01689 861962 or Tasar 261
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MIRACLE FLEET NEWS

Hera we are entering the final stages of the season, yal it seems only
frees minutes ago that | was wriling the previous arficks with the enlire
season abesd of me.

WSC Open

Cur Open meeting wes & tremendous success with 24 boats taking par
Whilst wee had only 3 visitors, dua o a clash with the Weish Area Cham-
plonships (al the Nalionals venue), we nevertheless tumed out a very re-
speciable 21 of pur own boats, The conditigns were challznging to say
the least and made for guite & speclade, as evidenced by the pho-
tographs on the Metice board and in the latest edion of Halo,

| hope evanpone who ook part enjoyed themselves, | know | did. On be-
nall of the Miracks Flest | would ke to express my thanks 1o the eatire

duty crenw whe all worked hard to make it 8 successful and an enjoyable
day. Tha full results ara on the Notice board, but the first 6 places wena:

1 |an & Gela

2™ Paul & Patrick

3" Colin & Lauren

4" Matt Ambrosa {Daben Yacht Club)
E"  Keith & Tom

8% David & Jackie

1997 Nationals

2 boats from the club enfered this year's Nalionalks at Beaumanis on the

Izle of Anglasay in Wales between 17 and 22 August:

lan and Gela

Paul and Patrick

Adrian and Sara

Mark and Tom Steadman
Colin and Adam/Lauren
Matalie and Laslay

Paul and Mark

Keith and Tom

Celin and Maureen
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